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1 in 3 U.S. Asians and Pacific Islanders faced racial abuse this year 


Jen Ho Lee, a 76-year-old South Korean immigrant, poses in her apartment in Los Angeles on March 31, 2021, with a sign from a 
recent rally against anti-Asian hate crimes she attended. 
Associated Press 


By TERRY TANG and 
LINLEY SANDERS 
Associated Press 
Despite ongoing advocacy 
and legislation to combat 
anti-Asian racism that arose 
after the pandemic, about 
a third of Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders say 
they have experienced an 
act of abuse based on their 
race or ethnicity in the last 
year, including being on 
the receiving end of verbal 
harassment, slurs, physical 
threats or cyberbullying. 
A new poll from AAPI Data 
and The Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research finds 15% 
of Asian American and Pa- 
cific Islanders specifically say 
they believe they have ever 
been the victim of a hate 
crime. 
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1 in 3 U.S. Asians and Pacific Islanders faced racial abuse this year 


Continued from Front 


About half — 51% — believe 
racism is an “extremely” or 
“very serious” problem in the 
U.S. From as early as a dec- 
ade ago to as recently as 
two weeks ago, Jennifer Lee, 
a 29-year-old Filipino Ameri- 
can in San Diego, can recall 
being called racial slurs and 
being discriminated against. 
She recently interviewed for 
a job at a tutoring service. 
The interviewer assumed 
Lee was Japanese and said: 
“You people are always so 
obedient. Why? That’s so 
pathetic,” she shared. 
About 2 in 10 Asian Ameri- 
cans and Pacific Islanders 
(23%) say they have expe- 
rienced being verbally har- 
assed or abused in the last 
year, and 22% have been 
called a racial or ethnic slur. 
About 1 in 10 say they have 
been physically assaulted or 
threatened physically. About 
a third of Asian American 
and Pacific Islanders say they 
often or sometimes face dis- 
crimination because of their 
race or ethnicity when ap- 
plying for jobs. 
Last month, the FBI report- 
ed an overall 7% increase 
in hate crimes, even as the 


agency’s 
data 
showed 
anti-Asian incidents in 2022 
were down 33% from 2021. 
That seeming contradiction 
doesn’t surprise Stephanie 
Chan, director of data and 
research at Stop AAPI Hate, 
an advocacy group. 
“We know that Asian Amer- 
icans are among the most 
likely to not report the crime 
that they’ve experienced,” 
Chan said. “It’s really sober- 
ing to see that even when 
the world seems to have re- 
turned to normal, after the 
pandemic, these levels are 
still really elevated in terms of 
anti-Asian American hate.” 


The poll also shows President 
Joe Biden gets mediocre rat- 
ings from Asian Americans, 
who viewed him favorably 
at 52%. That’s still higher 
than U.S. adults overall who 
viewed the president favo- 
rably at 44% in a June AP- 
NORC poll. Vice President 
Kamala Harris, who is of Asian 
American and African Ameri- 
can descent, is also seen fa- 
vorably by about half (47%) 
of Asian Americans. 
Lee, a Democrat, believes 
the president should be a 
role model and not turn a 
blind eye to racism. But she 
has reservations about Biden, 


who is just shy of his 81st birth- 
day, filling that role. 
“It seems like he’s more per- 
formative and he’s trying to 
say whatever the people 
want to hear. Also, I under- 
stand he’s of an older age, 
not that all people of that 
age are Joe Biden. But men- 
tally, I think he’s not all there,” 
Lee said. 
“Asian Americans are really 
no different than the na- 
tional mood, which is Biden 
favorability is low,” said Na- 
talie Masuoka, professor of 
political science and Asian 
American Studies at UCLA. 
“The relatively lower favora- 
bility for Biden actually could 
impact turnout at lower-level 
offices.” 
The lukewarm feelings about 
Biden should be a warning 
for the Democratic Party not 
to take AAPI voters, who tend 
to be mostly Democrats, for 
granted, Masuoka added. 
Still, former President Don- 
ald Trump, who is seeking 
a rematch with Biden, fares 
even worse than the current 
commander-in-chief, with 7 
in 10 saying they have an un- 
favorable opinion of Trump. 
No current Republican can- 
didate asked about in the 
poll is viewed favorably by 


more than 1 in 4, while two 
candidates of Indian de- 
scent — Vivek Ramaswamy 
and Nikki Haley — each re- 
main largely unknown by at 
least 4 in 10 Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders. 
Thomas Lee, of Long Island, 
New York, fears the possibility 
of Trump getting reelected 
could lead to an increase 
in discrimination and hate 
crimes. “His followers are typi- 
cally more of the like ... very 
far radical rights. They don’t 
mesh well with minorities,” 
Thomas Lee said. “Of course, 
it’s got to be dependent on 
him becoming president, but 
that is kind of like the direc- 
tion where I feel like it’s very 
likely that something’s going 
to happen.” 
The 42-year-old Taiwanese 
American switched from 
Republican to Democrat 
before the 2020 presidential 
election, partly due to the 
anti-Asian sentiment he at- 
tributed to Trump. In the first 
year of the pandemic, Tho- 
mas Lee felt like he needed 
protection every time he and 
his family went out. He also 
has unease about Biden’s 
age, but would rather have 
him than Trump back in the 
White House.q 


A person holds a sign and attends a rally to support stop AAPI 
(Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders) hate at the Logan 
Square Monument in Chicago, on March 20, 2021. 
Associated Press 


Illegal border crossings into the U.S. drop in 
October after a 3-month streak of increases 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Illegal 
border crossings from Mexico 
fell 14% in October from a 
month earlier, U.S. authori- 


ties said Tuesday, ending a 
three-month streak of big 
increases. U.S. officials high- 
lighted the resumption of de- 


portation flights to Venezuela 
on Oct. 18, shortly after Ven- 
ezuelans replaced Mexicans 
as the largest nationality ap- 
pearing at the border. Arrests 
of Venezuelans plummeted 
45% to 29,637 from 54,833, 
still second only to Mexicans. 
Arrests for illegal crossings 
totaled 188,778 for all na- 
tionalities in October, down 
from 218,763 in September, 
which was the second-high- 
est month on record. Arrests 
had more than doubled over 
the previous three months as 


migrants and smugglers ad- 
justed to new asylum regula- 
tions introduced in May. 
Arrests of Chinese rose slightly 
to 4,247, with 99% of them in 
the San Diego area, as more 
fly to Ecuador and make their 
way to the U.S. border amid a 
faltering economy at home. 
"We continue to enhance our 
border security posture and 
remain vigilant," said Troy Mill- 
er, the acting CBP commis- 
sioner, who urged Congress 
to approve President Joe 
Biden's supplemental bud- 


get request for $13.6 billion 
in border-related spending. 
While crossings remain unusu- 
ally high, the monthly decline 
is a rare piece of welcome 
news for a White House that 
has been criticized on the 
right and left flanks for its im- 
migration policies. Panama 
has yet to release October 
figures for crossings through 
the notorious Darién jungle, 
which totaled more than 
400,000 during the first nine 
months of the year, largely 
Venezuelans. q 


Migrants who crossed into the U.S. from Mexico are met with 
concertina wire along the Rio Grande, Thursday, Sept. 21, 2023, 
in Eagle Pass, Texas. 
Associated Press 
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House readies vote to prevent a government shutdown as Speaker 
Johnson relies on Democrats for help 


By STEPHEN GROVES and 
LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House prepared on Tues- 
day for a vote to prevent 
a government shutdown, 
with 
new 
Republican 
Speaker 
Mike 
Johnson 
forced to reach across the 
aisle to Democrats when 
hard-right conservatives re- 
volted against his plan. 
To keep the federal gov- 
ernment running into the 
new year, Johnson was will- 
ing to leave his right-flank 
Republicans behind and 
work with Democrats — the 
same political move that 
cost the last House speak- 
er, Kevin McCarthy, his job 
just weeks ago. 
This time, Johnson of Loui- 
siana appeared on track 
for a temporarily better 
outcome as some Repub- 
licans showed signs of un- 
rest but stopped short of 
threatening to remove the 
speaker, who has been on 
the job for just three weeks. 
The Senate would act next, 
ahead of Friday's shutdown 
deadline. 
"Making sure that govern- 
ment stays in operation is 
a matter of conscience 
for all of us. We owe that 
to the American people," 
Johnson said at a news 
conference at the Capitol. 
But the new Republican 
leader faces the same po- 
litical problem that led to 
McCarthy's ouster —an- 
gry, frustrated, hard-right 
GOP lawmakers rejecting 
his approach, demand- 
ing budget cuts and de- 
termined to vote against 
the plan. Without enough 
support from his Republi- 
can majority, Johnson had 
little choice but to rely on 
Democrats to ensure pas- 
sage to keep the federal 
government running. 
"We're not surrendering," 
Johnson assured after a 
closed-door 
meeting 
of 
House Republicans, vow- 
ing he would not support 
another stopgap. "But you 
have to choose fights you 
can win." 
Johnson, who announced 
his endorsement Tuesday 
of Donald Trump as the Re- 
publican nominee for presi- 


dent, hit the airwaves to sell 
his approach and met pri- 
vately Monday night with 
the conservative Freedom 
Caucus. 
Under his proposal, John- 
son is putting forward a 
unique — critics say bizarre 
— two-part process that 
temporarily 
funds 
some 
federal agencies to Jan. 
19 and others to Feb. 2. It's 
a continuing resolution, or 
CR, that comes without any 
of the deep cuts conserva- 
tives have demanded all 
year. It also fails to include 
President Joe Biden's re- 
quest for nearly $106 billion 
for Ukraine, Israel, border 
security and other supple- 
mental funds. 
The House Freedom Cau- 
cus announced its oppo- 
sition, ensuring dozens of 
votes against the plan. 
"I think it's a very big mis- 
take," said Rep. Chip Roy, 
R-Texas, a member of the 
hard-right group of law- 
makers. 
"It's wrong," said Rep. Andy 
Ogles, R-Tenn. 
It all left Johnson with few 
other options than to skip 
what's typically a party-on- 
ly procedural vote, and rely 
on another process that re- 
quires a two-thirds tally with 
Democrats for passage. 
Democratic 
leader 
Ha- 
keem Jeffries said he re- 
mained concerned about 
the 
two-part 
approach. 
Veteran 
lawmakers 
on 
both sides of the aisle have 
called it cumbersome, un- 
usual and unworkable. 
Nevertheless, Jeffries in a 


letter to Democratic col- 
leagues noted that the 
GOP package met the 


Democratic demands to 
keep funding at current 
levels without steep reduc- 
tions or divisive Republican 
policy priorities. 
"Extreme MAGA Repub- 
licans 
have 
repeatedly 
demonstrated 
that 
they 
cannot 
govern 
without 
House Democrats," Jeffries 
said on NPR. "That will be 
the case this week in the 
context of avoiding a gov- 
ernment shutdown." 
With the House narrowly di- 
vided, Johnson could not 
afford 
many 
defections 
from his Republicans, which 
is forcing him into the arms 
of Democrats. 
Winning bipartisan approv- 
al of a continuing resolution 
is the same move that led 
McCarthy's hard-right flank 


to oust him in October, days 
after the Sept. 30 vote to 
avert a federal shutdown. 
For now, Johnson appears 
to be benefiting from a po- 
litical honeymoon in one of 
his first big tests on the job. 
"Look, we're going to trust 
the speaker's move here," 
said Rep. Drew Ferguson, 
R-Ga. 
But Rep. Marjorie Taylor 
Greene, R-Ga., a McCar- 
thy ally who opposed his 
ouster, said Johnson should 
be held to the same stan- 
dard. 
"What's the point in throw- 
ing out one speaker if noth- 
ing changes? The only 
way to make sure that real 
changes happen is make 
the red line stay the same 
for every speaker."q 


Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., meets with reporters 
ahead of a crucial vote on a continuing resolution to keep the 
government funded at its current levels, a measure not heartily 
supported by the hard right wing of his party, at the Capitol in 
Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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3 dead, 15 hospitalized when bus carrying students and truck 
crash on Ohio highway, officials say 


By PATRICK ORSAGOS and 
JOHN SEEWER 
Associated Press 
ETNA, Ohio (AP) — A char- 
ter bus carrying students 
from a high school was 
rear-ended by a semi-truck 
on an Ohio highway Tues- 
day morning, leaving three 
people dead and 15 oth- 
ers injured, according to an 
emergency official. 
Five vehicles were involved 
in the crash, including a 
Pioneer Trails charter bus 
that was transporting stu- 
dents from the Tuscarawas 
Valley Local School District 
in eastern Ohio, Licking 
County Emergency Man- 
agement Agency Direc- 
tor Sean Grady said. There 
were a total of 57 people 
onboard, he said. 
Lt. Nathan Dennis of the 
Ohio State Highway Pa- 
trol confirmed that people 
were killed in the crash and 
said "18 people were taken 
from the bus (overall)," in- 
cluding 15 children, but he 
declined to specify how 
many deaths had occurred 
and declined further com- 
ment since authorities were 
still notifying the victims' 
families. 
The bus was carrying Tus- 
carawas Valley students 
and chaperones to an 


Ohio School Boards Asso- 
ciation conference in Co- 
lumbus, 
Superintendent 
Derek Varansky said. 
"Right now, our focus is on 
getting in touch with our 
Tusky Valley families who 
had loved ones on the 
bus and providing support 
to our entire school com- 
munity," Varansky said in a 
Facebook post. 
The conference was can- 
celed 
after 
organizers 
learned of the crash. 
"Given 
this 
devastating 
news, we have canceled 
our conference. Right now, 


our focus is on providing 
support to Tuscarawas Val- 
ley. That includes making 
grief counselors from our 
trade show available," said 
Jeff Chambers, the associ- 
ation's director of commu- 
nication services. 
The 
accident 
occurred 
shortly before 9 a.m. on In- 
terstate 70 West in Licking 
County, near the Smoke 
Road 
underpass 
and 
about 26 miles (42 kilome- 
ters) east of Columbus. The 
cause was not immediately 
known. 
The injured were being 


treated at seven hospitals. 
In a statement, Pioneer 
Trails, the charter bus com- 
pany, confirmed there was 
an incident involving one 
of its buses Tuesday morn- 
ing. 
"Pioneer is fully cooperat- 
ing with the authorities as 
we work to find the cause 
of the accident," the com- 
pany's statement said. "Our 
thoughts and prayers go 
out to all of those impact- 
ed by this accident. As this 
is an ongoing investiga- 
tion, there will be no further 
comments." 


The American Red Cross of 
Central and Southern Ohio 
said it fulfilled a request for 
more blood from one hos- 
pital in the area, sending 
30 units to a hospital in the 
Mount Carmel Health Sys- 
tem, said Marita Salkowski, 
regional 
communications 
director. A center was set 
up at a United Method- 
ist Church in Etna for bus 
passengers not in need of 
medical attention to go to 
and contact loved ones, 
she said. 
Numerous 
emergency 
responders were at the 
scene, and Ohio Depart- 
ment 
of 
Transportation 
cameras from the area 
showed 
smoke 
coming 
from the crash site. Police 
officers were blocking the 
entrance ramps to I-70 East 
and West near the scene 
of the accident, increasing 
traffic along the road lead- 
ing to the interstate. Dozens 
of emergency response ve- 
hicles were still at the scene 
of the accident several 
hours after it occurred. 
Mickey Lymon, an inves- 
tigator with the Licking 
County Coroner's Office, 
said they had been called 
to the scene, but deferred 
other questions to the state 
police.q 


Emergency responders are on the scene of a fatal accident on Interstate 70 West in Licking 
County, Ohio, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Vehicles with higher, vertical front ends 
raise risks for pedestrians 


Motor vehicles with higher, 
more vertical front ends 
raise risks for pedestrians, 
according to a highway 
safety organization. 
The Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety said that 
whatever the nose shape, 
pickups, SUVs and vans 
with a hood height greater 


than 40 inches are about 
45% more likely to cause fa- 
talities in pedestrian crash- 
es than cars and other ve- 
hicles with a hood height of 
30 inches or less and a slop- 
ing profile. 
But among vehicles with 
hood heights between 30 
and 40 inches, a blunt, or 


more vertical, front end in- 
creases the risk to pedes- 
trians. The study released 
Tuesday arrives with road- 
way deaths in the U.S. 
mounting despite govern- 
ment test data showing 
vehicles have been getting 
safer. While the number of 
all car-related fatalities has 
trended upward over the 
last decade, pedestrians 
and cyclists have seen the 
sharpest rise: over 60% be- 
tween 2011 and 2022. 
IHS researchers looked at 
17,897 crashes involving a 
single passenger vehicle 
and a single pedestrian. 
Using Vehicle Identifica- 
tion Numbers to identify the 
crash-involved 
vehicles, 


they calculated front-end 
measurements 
corre- 
sponding to 2,958 unique 
car, minivan, large van, 
SUV and pickup models 
from 
photographs. 
They 
excluded vehicles with pe- 
destrian automatic emer- 
gency braking systems and 
controlled for other factors 
that could affect the likeli- 
hood of a fatality, such as 
the speed limit and age 
and sex of the struck pe- 
destrian. 
Vehicles with hoods more 
than 40 inches off the 
ground 
at 
the 
leading 
edge and a grille sloped 
at an angle of 65 degrees 
or less were 45% more likely 
to cause pedestrian fatali- 


ties than those with a similar 
slope and hood heights of 
30 inches or less. Vehicles 
with hood heights of more 
than 40 inches and blunt 
front ends angled at great- 
er than 65 degrees were 
44% more likely to cause 
fatalities. 
"Manufacturers can make 
vehicles less dangerous to 
pedestrians by lowering the 
front end of the hood and 
angling the grille and hood 
to create a sloped profile," 
IIHS Senior Research Trans- 
portation 
Engineer 
Wen 
Hu, the lead author of the 
study, said in a statement 
on Tuesday. "There's no 
functional benefit to these 
massive, blocky fronts." q 


Cars wait at a red light during rush hour, April 22, 2021, in Las 
Vegas. 
Associated Press 
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EU lawmakers try to balance protection and privacy over online 
child pornography 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union lawmakers on Tues- 
day adopted a series of 
amendments to a draft law 
to fight online child pornog- 
raphy as they tried to find 
the right balance between 
protecting 
children 
and 
protecting privacy. 
Under the the draft position 
adopted 
overwhelmingly 
by the Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs of the Parliament, 
internet providers will have 
to assess the risk of their ser- 
vices being used for online 
child sexual abuse, and to 
take measures to mitigate 
these threats. 
But to "avoid generalized 
monitoring of the inter- 
net," lawmakers proposed 
excluding end-to-end en- 
crypted material from de- 
tection, while making sure 
time-limited detection or- 
ders approved by courts 
can be used to hunt down 
illegal material when miti- 
gation actions are not suf- 
ficient. 
They said they "want miti- 
gation measures to be tar- 
geted, proportionate and 
effective, 
and 
providers 
should be able to decide 
which ones to use." 
Their position now needs to 
be endorsed by the whole 
Parliament before further 
negotiations involving EU 
member 
countries 
can 
take place. 


Reports of online child sex- 
ual abuse in the 27-nation 
bloc have increased from 
23,000 in 2010 to more than 
1 million in 2020. A similar 
increase has been noticed 
globally, with reports of 
child abuse on the internet 
rising from 1 million to al- 
most 22 million during 2014- 
2020 and over 65 million 
images and videos of chil- 
dren being sexually abused 
identified. 
The European Commission 
proposed last year to force 
online platforms operating 
in the EU to detect, report 
and remove the material. 


Voluntary detection is cur- 
rently the norm and the 
Commission believes that 
the system does not ad- 
equately protect children 
since 
many 
companies 
don't do the identification 
work. 
Digital rights groups had 
immediately warned that 
the Commission's proposal 
appeared to call for wide- 
spread scanning of pri- 
vate communications and 
would discourage compa- 
nies from providing end-to- 
end encryption services, 
which scramble messages 
so they're unreadable by 


anyone else and are used 
by chat apps Signal and 
WhatsApp. 
The Computer and Com- 
munications Industry Asso- 
ciation, a big tech lobbying 
group, praised the commit- 
tee's proposed measures 
that "narrow scanning obli- 
gations, safeguard end-to- 
end encryption of commu- 
nications and strengthen 
more targeted mitigation 
measures." 
"Indeed, the 'cascade ap- 
proach' adopted by Par- 
liament would first have 
online 
service 
providers 
assess risks and then take 


action to mitigate those," 
the group said. "The tech 
industry commends this ap- 
proach, just like the impor- 
tant clarification that de- 
tection orders will only be 
issued as a last-resort mea- 
sure by a competent judi- 
cial authority, and have to 
be targeted and limited." 
Lawmakers from across the 
political spectrum also wel- 
comed the changes to the 
initial proposal. 
"There will be no such 
thing as general scanning 
of communications, and 
nothing 
will 
undermine 
end-to-end 
encryption," 
said Hilde Vautmans, the 
Renew Europe group's ne- 
gotiator on the regulation. 
"This agreement is a major 
step forward in making the 
internet a safer place for 
children whilst upholding 
fundamental rights." 
The 
Parliament 
commit- 
tee also wants pornogra- 
phy sites to implement ap- 
propriate age verification 
systems, mechanisms for 
flagging child sexual abuse 
material and human con- 
tent moderation to process 
these reports. 
"To stop minors being so- 
licited online, MEPs pro- 
pose that services target- 
ing children should require 
by default user consent for 
unsolicited messages, have 
blocking and muting op- 
tions, and boost parental 
controls," the Parliament 
said in a statement.q 


FBI Supervisory Special Agent Stacey Bradley and Special Agent "Jackie" of the Innocent Images 
Unit monitors possible child pornography offenders on May 4, 2006 in Calverton, Md. in an online 
chat room. 
Associated Press 


Guyana tells U.N. court that Venezuelan 
referendum on territorial dispute is an 
‘existential threat’ 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Guyana on Tuesday 
urged judges at the United 
Nations' highest court to 
call for a halt to parts of a 
Venezuelan 
referendum 
about a territorial dispute 
that Guyana representa- 
tives called an "existential 
threat" designed to pave 
the way for the annexation 
of a large part of the coun- 
try. 


Two days of hearings that 
opened at the Internation- 
al Court of Justice are the 
latest legal tussle between 
the South American neigh- 
bors in a dispute that dates 
back 
to 
an 
arbitration 
award by an international 
tribunal in 1899 that drew 
the border between them. 
The Tunisia-sized swath of 
jungle west of the Essequ- 
ibo River in the dispute is 
rich in gold, diamonds, tim- 
ber and other natural re- 


sources. Guyana launched 
a case at the world court in 
2018 seeking to have U.N. 
judges uphold the 1899 rul- 
ing. It returned to the court 
last month after Venezu- 
elan authorities published 
five questions the country 
plans to ask in a consulta- 
tive referendum scheduled 
for Dec. 3 about the future 
of the Essequibo. 
"The 
collective 
decision 
called for here involves 
nothing less than the an- 


nexation of the territory in 
dispute in this case. This 
is a textbook example of 
annexation," 
said 
Paul 
Reichler, an American law- 
yer representing Guyana. 
The application asks the 


court's judges to make a 
series of urgent orders in- 
cluding calling for a halt to 
Venezuela's planned refer- 
endum in its current form 
and to scrap three of the 
five planned questions. q 


View of the Peace Palace which houses World Court in The 
Hague, Netherlands, on Sept. 19, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Mexican government sends conflicting messages over death of 
LGBTQ+ magistrate 


By MEGAN JANETSKY 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi- 
can authorities on Tuesday 
sent conflicting messages 
about the violent death of 
a leading LGBTQ+ figure 
after thousands marched 
Monday night demanding 
justice. 
Jesús Ociel Baena was 
found dead with around 20 
wounds next to their partner 
in their home in the central 
Mexican city of Aguascali- 
entes on Monday, accord- 
ing to state prosecutors. 
Baena, the first openly non- 
binary person to assume a 
judicial post in Mexico, was 
one of the most visible LG- 
BTQ+ figures in a country 
where sexual minorities are 
often violently targeted. 
Baena and their partner 
had 
already 
received 
death threats and hateful 
messages and had pro- 
tection from state security, 
prompting 
many 
across 
the country Monday to call 
their death a hate crime. 
Authorities have provided 
minimal details about the 
slaying and local prosecu- 
tors hinted it may have 
been a murder-suicide. 
The Aguascalientes pros- 
ecutor's office on Tuesday 
offered new details, say- 
ing it appeared that Baena 
was murdered with razor 
blades by their partner, 
Dorian Herrera, who then 


committed suicide. 
"It may seem like a not 
very credible hypothesis to 
many, but we're being very 
careful to leave a record 
and preserve all evidence," 
said state prosecutor Jesús 
Figueroa Ortega. He add- 
ed that one of the wounds 
was on Baena's jugular, 
and that they found blood 
on the bed and bloody 
footprints leading through 
the home. 
Federal authorities, how- 
ever, urged caution in the 
investigation Tuesday. Félix 
Arturo Medina, an official 


with Mexico's Interior Min- 
istry, said "it's important to 
not throw out any line of 
investigation", adding that 
they hoped to coordinate 
with state authorities to in- 
vestigate the deaths. 
"It's a relevant case for us, 
not just because of the 
activism 
the 
magistrate 
was carrying out," but also 
because the government 
wants all crimes to be in- 
vestigated, Medina said. 
Impunity 
runs 
rampant 
in Mexico. Only 1% of all 
crimes committed were re- 
ported, investigated and 


resolved in 2022, according 
to a survey by National In- 
stitute of Statistics and Ge- 
ography. 
The state authorities' hy- 
pothesis was quickly re- 
jected by many in Mexico's 
LGBTQ+ community. 
Alejandro Brito, director of 
the LGBTQ+ rights group 
Letra S urged authorities to 
continue to investigate the 
incident and to take into 
consideration the context 
of the case, and threats of 
violence against Baena. 
Brito 
called 
state 
pros- 
ecutor's version of events 


"loaded with prejudices" 
and said quick conclusions 
made by local authorities 
have only deepened dis- 
trust of authorities among 
historically victimized com- 
munities. 
"In these types of homicides 
they always try to disqualify 
or belittle," Brito said. "These 
statements that the prose- 
cutor is giving, what they're 
doing isn't clarifying the 
acts, they're adding fuel to 
the fire of these prejudices." 
People who knew Baena 
said the magistrate and 
Herrera in recent weeks 
were chipper and talked 
passionately about future 
activism. 
Brito was echoed by thou- 
sands who gathered in the 
heart of Mexico City light- 
ing candles over photos of 
Baena and other victims 
of anti-LGBTQ+ violence 
Monday night. They shout- 
ed "Justice" and "We won't 
stay silent" and demanded 
a thorough investigation 
into the deaths. 
"Ociel is, and was, the most 
relevant figure in today's 
fight for human rights for 
the LGBTQ+ community," 
said Humberto Dena, a 
24-year-old carrying a can- 
dle alongside thousands of 
others in the march. "We 
want (the authorities) to 
continue to investigate this 
case, and not just say it was 
a 'crime of passion.'"q 


A demonstrator holds a picture of Aguascalientes state electoral court magistrate Jesus Ociel 
Baena in Mexico City, Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Finland considers closing border 
crossings with Russia to stem an 
increase in asylum-seekers 


By JARI TANNER 
Associated Press 
HELSINKI (AP) — The govern- 
ment in Finland is consider- 
ing whether to close some 
crossing points on the coun- 
try's long border with Russia 


to prevent people from try- 
ing to enter without proper 
documentation, the Nordic 
nation's interior minister and 
prime minister said Tuesday. 
Interior Minister Mari Ran- 
tanen said the number of 


migrants at Finland's south- 
eastern border crossings 
has risen substantially since 
August due to what the 
government suspects is a 
change in Russia's border 
policy and enforcement. 
Finnish and Russian border 
authorities have for years 
cooperated 
in 
stopping 
people without the nec- 
essary visas or passports 
before they can attempt 
to enter either of the two 
countries. But Russia has 
started allowing undocu- 
mented travelers to access 


the border zone and enter 
crossing stations where they 
can request asylum in Fin- 
land, Rantanen said. 
"It is clear that these peo- 
ple get help to get to the 
border. This seems like a 
very conscious decision," 
Prime Minister Petteri Orpo 
told reporters. "The govern- 
ment's message is clear: We 
must take this seriously and 
safeguard the security of 
our border." The number of 
migrants showing up at the 
Finland-Russia border so far 
has remained small, with 


71 arriving last week, Finn- 
ish border authorities said. 
About half were from Iraq 
and the rest from countries 
that included Syria, Yemen, 
Turkey and Somalia, they 
said. Rantanen was unable 
to explain why Moscow's 
border 
policy 
suddenly 
changed. "Maybe (Russian 
officials) are annoyed by 
something in Finland`s ac- 
tivities. You have to ask the 
Russian authorities about 
that," she said. "We do hope 
that Russia changes its poli- 
cy back as it was before." q 


A view of Russian border crossing point Svetogorsk from the 
Pelkola border crossing point in Imatra, south-eastern Finland, 
on April 14, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Aruba’s underwater wonderland 


ORANJESTAD - Exploring 
the underwater wonders 
is something you should 
definitely do during your 
stay in Aruba. The under- 
water world has everything 
to offer that makes a snor- 
kel trip so exceptional; an 
impressive, colorful sea life 
with exotic fishes, turtles 
and beautiful coral reef. 
The historic shipwrecks, lo- 
cated on the Aruban sea- 
bed are also worth a visit. 
Aruba is known for its white 
beaches and blue oceans, 
which means there are 
many 
fascinating 
under 
water spots, where you 
can take your snorkeling 
gear and we selected the 
top spots for you. 


Tres Trapi 
Tres Trapi means tree steps 
in Papiamento, Papiamen- 
to is together with Dutch 
the official language spo- 
ken on Aruba. The beach 
is called Tres Trapi because 
it is accessible by the tree 
steps carved into the rocks. 
Tres Trapi is a small rocky 
beach, located on the 
north-western side of the 
island, approximately 5 to 
10 minute drive from Palm 
Beach. From the unique 
steps you can easily walk 
over the beach into the 
clear and turquoise blue 
ocean. 
While 
snorkeling 
you will encounter all kind 
of tropical fishes and sea 


stars. The kind of starfish 
you will find in the Aruban 
waters is the red cushion 
sea star. This is a starfish 
that is commonly found in 
the shallow waters of the 
Caribbean sea and if you 
are lucky during your snor- 
keling visit to Tres Trapi, you 
may come across one of 
the green sea turtles. Re- 
spect the animal, keep 
your distance and enjoy 
the view. Also remember; it 
is a once in a life time ex- 
perience. 


Antilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long 
long ship, built in 1939 in 
Hamburg, Germany. Antilla 
came to Aruba, because it 
had to find a neutral port. 
When Germany invaded 
the Netherlands on May 
10, 1940, the crew decided 
to let their own ship sink, to 
prevent it from falling into 
the hands of the Dutch 
Navy. Antilla lies on its port- 
side in Malmok bay, and 
the sunken word war two 
ship is now one of Aruba’s 
most 
popular 
snorkeling 
and dive spots. However, 
the ship wreck can only be 
reached by boat. The ship 
is visible from the surface 
and during your snorkel- 
ing trip you be surrounded 
by hundreds of tropical 
fishes, but the ship wreck 
alone is already impressive 
enough. 


Baby Beach 
Baby 
beach; 
a 
white 
beach, with a crystal blue 
ocean. The beach is lo- 
cated on the southern part 
of the island. On the way 
to the famous beach, you 
will drive through the old 
capital of Aruba, San Nico- 
las. The old Aruban culture 
can be still felt and expe- 
rienced here, so do not 
hesitate to get out of your 
car and walk around for 
a while. Baby beach is a 
child friendly beach, since 
it is shallow and the water 
has a pleasant tempera- 
ture. The name therefore 
fits well with the beach. 
Baby beach is an excellent 
beach for snorkeling, espe- 
cially if you want to go with 
small children, because the 
water remains shallow and 
there are still many under- 


water wonders to see. In 
the ocean there is an area 
marked until where it is rec- 
ommended to snorkel and 
on the beach you will find 
different facilities. It is a per- 
fect beach to spend your 
day snorkeling and relax- 
ing. 


Mangel Halto 
Mangel Halto beach is lo- 
cated in Savaneta, on the 
southern-west part of the 
island. The beach is differ- 
ent from the other beaches 
in Aruba; it is beach full of 
mangroves. You reach the 
beach by a bridge through 


the mangroves and then 
you will have several en- 
trances to the sea. There 
are diverse spots where 
you can enjoy a perfect 
beach day, wooden stairs 
made to enter the water 
and a dock to sit on and 
enjoy the view. Mangel 
Halto is also worth a visit for 
the snorkeling experience. 
Inside the bay, the water 
is clear and you find many 
colorful fish. Outside the 
bay is a bit more challeng- 
ing for beginners because 
of the wind and the waves, 
but the coral is alive and it 
is just like snorkel heaven.q 


a $35 day pass including Food and Beverage credit to 
be used at this amazing Resort. 


Ask for the specials for a lodging experience at Court- 
yard by Marriott Aruba Resort. As of September, your 
stay will include a complimentary Breakfast Buffet for 
two at Allegra Bistro, complimentary welcome drink, 
activities such as Yoga and Aqua Zumba, 24-hour gym 
access, 10-minute complimentary massage and much 
more. 


Once you’re done having a hearty meal, let the kids 
enjoy themselves to their heart’s content, you can 
continue exploring Aruba right in front of the resort by 
visiting the famous Bird Sanctuary, as well as a special 
beach shuttle that transports the guests to the beach 
during the day, which is a walking distance from where 
you can enjoy the heat of Palm Beach’s nightlife at 
night.q 
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Craving something different? 
Allegra Bistro has got you covered 


No matter the time of day, Allegra Bistro is ready to serve you an unforgettable culi- 
nary experience as they’re open for breakfast, lunch and dinner at the Courtyard by 
Marriott Aruba Resort. 


No matter if you’re a morning person or like to sleep in, Allegra Bistro is open from 7am 
to 11pm, giving you more than enough time to stop by and grab something delicious 
to eat. 


As well as being the perfect spot for a delicious breakfast, family lunch or a night out 
for dinner with accessible prices starting from 10$ (plus a 15% service charge), Allegra 
is also rentable for special events. Aside from having amazing food available all day 
long, there are also special events going on every single day at the resort, like a com- 
plimentary kids cave for example or the Kids Yoga for only $20. You may also opt for 


Aruba’s Nature is to be Cherished 


ST. CRUZ — The national 
park Arikok comprises al- 
most 18 % of the island. Its 
rugged terrain, desert-like 
hills filled with tall cacti, 
breathtaking coastline and 
protected local flora and 
fauna welcome you to be 
explored. There is numer- 
ous wildlife to discover like 
for example the sea turtle 
who lays his eggs on the 
park’s beaches. There are 
more places on the island 
that are a preserved area 
like the Bubali Plas which is 
a bird sanctuary. 


The national park Arikok 
takes you on a memorable 
journey of the islands past 
offering unique geological, 
cultural and historical sites. 


These can all be enjoyed 
and explored either on your 
own or during guided tours. 
A wide variety of educa- 
tional and informative pro- 
grams and fun activities is 
available. 
Did you know that four of 
the in total seven species 
of sea turtle lay their eggs 
on Aruba's beaches? In the 
national park, a Least Tern 
(Sternula antillarum) keeps 
a strict eye on a very special 
event taking place below 
on the beach: a majestic 
Leatherback (Dermochelys 
coriacea) heads back to 
sea after laying her eggs, 
while another nest laid 2 
months ago by the same 
female hatches. A very 
rare occurrence of day- 


time nesting and hatching. 
Sea turtles prefer nesting in 
the cool and dark hours of 
the night. And hatchlings 
usually wait for the cue of 
cooling surface sand be- 
fore emerging. 


Bubali Magic 
This beautiful close-up im- 
age of the pink bird is cour- 
tesy of Michiel Oversteegen 
of the Aruba Birdlife Con- 
servation. 
This 
important 
foundation showcases and 
builds awareness of Aruba’s 
birds and other native flora 
and fauna. You may have 
seen a ‘pink cloud’ lately 
at the Bubali or Spanish La- 
goon Wetlands areas? It’s 
most likely to be Roseate 
Spoonbills (Ajaia ajaja) or 


‘Chucharon Cora’ as they 
are known in Papiamento. 
This unusual looking bird for- 
ages in shallow muddy wa- 
ter while sweeping its flat- 
tened bill from side to side 
to catch small fish, crustae- 
ceans and other aquatic 
invertebrates. The Roseate 
Spoonbill remains an un- 
common sight as they are 
vulnerable to degradation 
of feeding and nesting hab- 
itats (Wetlands). (Source: 
arikok national park) 


The aforementioned is just 
a part of what Aruba’s na- 
ture has to offer. We cannot 
stress enough to go, see for 
yourself. The island has the 
most 
beautiful 
beaches 
but it is also worthwhile to 


go beyond this and get an 
idea of our entire island. 
Lately there is a discussion 
going on about the effect 
certain activities have on 
our nature, for example the 
ATV vehicles cause a lot of 
dust, noise and leave tire 
tracks. Animals live in these 
areas where the vehicles 
run, often with high speed 
and with detrimental con- 
sequences to flora and fau- 
na. Motorized vehicles are 
forbidden to drive on the 
sand dunes in the Northern 
part of the island and all 
beaches in Aruba are for- 
bidden for any motorized 
vehicle. Treasure our island 
to enjoy it like you do: as a 
tropical and natural para- 
dise. We truly appreciate it! 
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Visit the island’s hidden natural pools 


(Oranjestad)—Amongst 
the countless beaches sur- 
rounding the island that are 
well-known and frequently 
visited, there are an addi- 
tional two “hidden” natural 
pools that are situated in 
the northern coast of the is- 
land, two ideal stops in your 
tour itinerary. 


Conchi (Natural Pool) 
For many years, Conchi 
was the only natural pool 
that we had on the island. 
Located in the Arikok Na- 
tional Park, near Boca Keto 
and the Daimari Ranch, 
Conchi—also known “Cura 


di Turtuga (Turtle’s Cove) or 
just Natural Pool—is reach- 
able with any 4x4 vehicle 
or by foot if you’re up for a 
long hike. However, since it 
is part of the National Park, 
you must first get permission 
from park management to 
enter. You would have to 
purchase a day pass, and 
receive a wristband as 
proof of payment. Once 
you’ve 
completed 
that, 
you are set! 


If you decide to hike from 
the entrance of the Arikok 
National Park, this is also 
possible: do bring plenty 


of protective clothing and 
enough water and food—it 
could take you up to three 
hours to hike there! 


However, when you even- 
tually do get there, you 
will be greeted with crystal 
blue water surrounded by 
a natural rock formation 
that protects you from the 
wild waves on the other 
side. Though the pool is lo- 
cated on the northern side 
of the island (where the sea 
is largely rough and largely 
no suitable for swimming), 
the pool itself is very calm. 
It’s also relatively deep, 
and you can climb up the 
rocks and jump in! 


Cave Pool 
This relatively new pool ap- 
peared just a few years 
ago, when a part of the 
dried up coral floor broke 
off and created a partition 
between the ocean and 
what is now the natural 
pool that is hidden there. 


Because it’s still so new, 
there is no official name for 
it, but most people just call 
it the cave pool. 


Just like the Conchi, the 
new natural pool is situated 
on the northern coast of 
Aruba. However, this pool is 
much easier to reach with 
any type of vehicle, and 
there is no hiking needed. 
This spot has also become 
a regular stop for touring 
visitors. 


When you get there, may- 
be you won’t be able to 
spot the pool immediately, 
because you will probably 
notice the moon-shaped 


lagoon where wild northern 
waves crash into each oth- 
er. Sounds scary, but if you 
look down on your right, 
you’ll see a calm, crystal 
blue little pool in the cor- 
ner. To get there, you have 
to climb down some stairs. 
Be careful when climbing 
down and follow the in- 
structions of your tour guide 
if you have one. 


And just like Conchi, this 
pool also has a jumping 
spot, and a rope to climb 
back up the boulder. 


Picture of cave pool is cred- 
ited to RockaBeach Tours 


Prohibited by law: leaving the island with seashells, white sand or corals 


(Oranjestad)—Often times, 
the customs department at 
the airport intercepts many 


tourists leaving the island 
with seashells, white sand 
and/or corals as souvenirs. 


Conforming to the inter- 
national treaty of CITES 
and our local law which 
protects our Flora & Fau- 
na, it is absolutely prohib- 
ited to take any seashell, 
sand and coral outside 
of Aruba. This is to protect 
our environment. The high 
number of seashells, coral 
and amount of sand con- 
fiscated is very strange and 
it is suspected that our own 
locals are the ones selling 


these to the tourists, which 
is unacceptable. 
Upon confiscation at the 
airport, you can also face 
a fine that they have to 
pay before leaving. This is 
surely not a pleasant ex- 
perience for the tourist. This 
also leads to a negative re- 
action which can put our 
tourism in a negative light. 
Though we love to accom- 
modate our visitors, let’s all 
give nature the respect it 
deserves by protecting our 
environment. Stop collect- 
ing seashells, white sand 
and corals from our shores 


and stop buying or ac- 
cepting these from local 
sellers or companies. 


We want our future gener- 
ations and visitors to enjoy 


the beauty of our beach- 
es, shells and corals in a 
sustainable way, without 
destroying or disrupting the 
Aruban ecosystem. Help us 
protect what is ours!q 
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body. They typically grow to about 6 
inches (approx. 15 cm). 


Aruba’s Whiptail (cododo) is highly 
adapted to an herbivorous diet. They 
like to consume flowers, nectar, leaves, 
and fruits, but occasionally they will 
catch a fly. However, they exhibit se- 
lectivity in plant consumption due to 
the presence of toxins in many avail- 
able plant species. They often prefer 
fruit remains, which is usually followed 
by the excretion of the seeds in various 


places, helping the dispersion of the 
edible varieties for this species. Differ- 
ent studies in their natural surroundings 
have found that approximately 80% of 
the contents of the cododos stomach 
are made up of vegetable materials, 
15% are made up of insects, and the 
remaining 5% are made up of feces, 
small pebbles, and twigs. 
Cnemidophorus arubensis (cododo) 
reproduces through sexual reproduc- 
tion. They have femoral pores, which 
are larger in males than in females, 
and produce a single large egg. 


Something you should also know is that 
they are territorial animals, “and it is 
very common to see a cododo mak- 
ing signs with its front paw and curving 
its back, alerting intruders or the oppo- 
nent that: “I am in charge of here.” 


Now, if you want to learn everything 
about Aruba, book a visit to Etnia Na- 
tiva, a unique native gem where you 
will love Aruba beyond its beaches. 
In situ, you’ll be guided by our Island 
Insight acclaimed columnist, who will 
give you a lecture on the most interest- 
ing and revealing stories of the island. 
Undiscovered Etnia Nativa is an adven- 
ture beyond tourist traps. Experience a 
magnificent dwelling that integrates 
natural and reused materials, is burst- 
ing with culture and island heritage, 
and is overflowing with knowledge. 


Appointments 
and 
confirmations 
through WhatsApp +297 592 2702 etni- 
anativa03@gmail.com q 


Cododo * Cnemidophorus arubensis 
Episode CCXXXII- 232 


Every week, Etnia Nativa unveils a new episode regard- 
ing culture and heritage, focusing on native knowl- 
edge, transcendental wisdom, and the importance 
of defending Aruba’s true identity. Articles that con- 
nect the reader with a mystical aspect of the island, 
its culture, and its traditional heritage encourage all to 
interact with the native environment by adopting an 
authentic island state of consciousness. 


Today we share some details of the famous and only 
blue lizard on our island, known locally as cododo, 
and without a doubt, if you find it hanging around 
there, it will catch your attention. This lizard is known 
in English as Aruba’s Whiptail, is classified as Cnemi- 
dophorus arubensis, and is one of the different spe- 
cies that you can find on our island. 


Female whiptail lizards and young lizards are known 
as “lagadishi,” or lizards in English. This endemic spe- 
cies is recognized as the most common and abun- 
dant species of lizard in Aruba. So, if you look care- 
fully, as you walk through a garden, you will see some 
hanging around the flowers. 


Cododo is considered beautiful for its light blue-spot- 
ted body and its turquoise tail, which cause great 
luminosity when it is in the sun. Females and young 
males are more discreet in terms of coloring. We can 
differentiate them because their bodies are light 
brown and have little blue spots. Notice that not only 
does the exposure to the sun make the cododo’s 
color shine, but the mating season also turns its color- 
ation more vibrant. During the mating season, which 
occurs from September to October, the cododo’s 
blue color intensifies, covering a significant part of the 
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Another Treasure of Aruba’s Beaches: Sea Glass! 


NOORD - It is hard to imag- 
ine this happening today, 
but 
years 
ago 
people 
dumped all kinds of refuse 
straight into the ocean, 
including old cars, and 
their household garbage, 
which of course included 
lots of glass. Over the next 
30 
years 
the 
pounding 
waves cleaned the beach, 
by breaking down every- 
thing but glass and pot- 
tery. The pounding waves 
washed the trash up and 
down, back and forth. Tons 
of polished, broken glass 
pieces were created by 
the pounding surf. These 
smoothened, colored glass 
particles then settled along 
the sea shore in millions, 
and that is why you can 
find these beautiful and 
colorful pieces on the north 
shore beaches of Aruba. 


Especially on the strip on 
white sand between the fa- 
mous Natural Bridge” and 
the huge red anchor close 
to “Grapefield” beach you 
will be able to find your own 
pieces of sea glass. The sea 
glass that was created is 
the product of a very long 
and interesting process. It 
can take anywhere from 
10 to 30 years to make sea 
glass. The name for any 
piece of glass that finds its 
way to the ocean and tum- 
bles around in the water 
long enough is “Sea glass. 


The colorful pieces of glass 


are being used for decora- 
tion, handcrafts and jew- 
elry! 
Once glass makes its way 
into the ocean, the glass is 
broken up into shards and is 
tumbled around in the wa- 
ter, where sand and other 
rocks act like sandpaper to 
smooth out its rough edges. 
Sometimes as the sea glass 
is passed through fire, it be- 
comes fire glass, the rarest 
of sea glass with certain 
inclusions, just like precious 
gems. 


For years, the water beat 
against the different kinds 
of trash being dumped. 
Glass, 
household 
appli- 
ances and even motor 
parts were discarded on 
the beach. The waves and 


weather conditions wore 
down the overwhelming 
amount of garbage in the 
water, creating millions of 
beautiful smooth rocks. 


It’s hard to believe the 
short-sighted mistakes we 
were making that could 
have 
potentially 
ruined 
these beautiful beaches. 
But thanks to natural pro- 
cesses, the ocean trans- 
formed the trash into the 
sea glass. 
Each colored gem on the 
beach has its own story. 


The ruby red glass stones 
are typically from old car 
tail-lights. 


Then, the sapphire rocks 
are the remnants of bro- 
ken apothecary bottles. 
The most common and 
the easiest to find are the 
brown 
(Amstel 
& 
Polar 
beer), 
green 
(Heineken 
& Balashi beer) and clear 
glass which are the soft 
much loved “soft drink” 
bottles. 


If you like to see the sea 
glass for yourself, and be 
in awe of the power of na- 
ture, rent a car or jeep and 
go explore our deserted 


beaches on the north side 
of the island. Make it a fun 
family day! 
Even if we didn’t mean to 
pollute the Beaches how 
we did, it is inspiring to see 
just how the earth can cor- 
rect our mistakes. 


Funny, 
how 
trash 
can 
change into treasures! 


Everybody knows that you 
are not allowed to take 


local shells home, but the 
people working at the air- 
port have no problem you 
taking sea glass home. A 
few of those pieces make 
great souvenirs. You can 
place them in a wine glass 
or large bottle for decora- 
tion and every time you 
look at it a smile will light up 
your face thinking back of 
your unforgettable Aruba 
vacation! q 
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Millennial Money: These Airbnb horror 
stories can teach you what to watch for 


By SAM KEMMIS 
of NerdWallet 
Many 
frequent 
travel- 
ers carry tales of delayed 
flights and disappointing 
hotel rooms. Yet Airbnb 
"horror stories" are a genre 
all their own. 
Videos with the tag #Airb- 
nbHorrorStory have more 
than 63 million views on 
TikTok, 
featuring 
guests 
venting 
about 
unclean 
properties and last-minute 
cancellations leaving them 
stranded. The website Airb- 
nbhell features hundreds 
of similar accounts, where 
things do not go as expect- 
ed for short-term renters. 
While many of these sto- 
ries offer little more than 
schadenfreude, others can 
act as instructive lessons for 
travelers looking to avoid 
similar pitfalls. While there's 
no way to avoid short-term 
rental 
surprises 
outright, 
many guests who have ex- 
perienced them say there 
were warning signs they 
wished they had watched 
out for. 
LOOK FOR REVIEWS 
Jack 
Epner, 
a 
market- 
ing consultant and digital 
nomad, has lived out of 
Airbnbs for more than four 
years. Of the many difficult 


stays in that time, one rent- 
al — a house in Ecuador — 
stands out."It wasn't clean, 
distinctly not clean," Epner 
says. "We're talking black 
mold all over the kitchen, 
hair all over the bedding. I 
ended up with bed bugs." 
Beyond that, Epner says 
the host's friends would use 
the front lawn as a parking 
lot, and the host entered 
the (private) property un- 
announced several times. 
After 
messaging 
several 
Airbnb customer service 
teams, Epner was eventu- 
ally able to receive a re- 
fund. Yet the stay was so 
difficult, that it forced a 
recalibration of how much 
emphasis he now places 
on guest reviews. 
The home had only one 
review, from a local, Epner 
says. And while he would 
usually look for more re- 
views before booking, the 
lack of availability at the 
time made him willing to 
take the risk. He says that's 
a risk he won't repeat. 
"I do avoid places without 
reviews now," Epner says. 
"If there's really only one 
review, I'll be wary; I would 
like to see two to three min- 
imum. The more reviews 
the better." 


HAVE A BACKUP PLAN 
When Agnes Groonwald 
saw an Airbnb listing in Cre- 
stone, Colorado, it looked 
too interesting to pass up. 
"The place was intriguing. 
It looked like a space- 
ship buried in the ground," 
Groonwald says. 
Groonwald, a nomad and 
creator of the blog Travel 
on the Reg, says the list- 
ing's uniqueness wasn't to- 
tally convincing. Yet, with 
no other listings available 
nearby, it seemed like the 
best choice. 
Upon check-in, she noticed 
another group was already 
there: a family of mice. "As 
soon as we arrived, we saw 
a little critter in the kitchen 
sink," Groonwald says. "This 
was an infestation; this was 
the real deal." Groonwald, 
too, was able to receive a 
refund for the booking but 
couldn't find alternative 
lodging nearby at such 
short notice. That meant 
cohabitating with mice for 
several days. "Sometimes 
boring is better," Groon- 
wald suggests. 
Second, make sure there's 
a backup plan in place 
in case of deal-breaking 
problems. 
That 
doesn't 
mean you have to book 
another rental, but just 
make sure there's another 
lodging option available 
on the same dates in case 
something 
goes 
wrong 
with your Airbnb. 
COMMUNICATE 
BEFORE- 
HAND 
Gabrielle Dahms, a real- 
tor based in California, 
says she has always had 
good Airbnb experiences. 
Then, she checked into 
a five-day Airbnb rental 
in San Rafael, California, 
and discovered an unex- 
pected hazard: synthetic 
fragrance dispensers. 
"Anytime anyone made a 
movement, these things 
dispensed 
fragrance," 
Dahms 
laments. 
"Within 
two hours, my sinuses were 
completely swelled up." 
Dahms complained to the 
host and Airbnb customer 
service, after which the 
host gave Dahms a one- 
star guest review. It has 
since soured her on the en- 
tire platform.q 


The login page for Airbnb's iPhone app is displayed on a computer 
displaying Airbnb's website, May 8, 2021, in Washington. Airbnb 
“horror stories” are a genre unto themselves. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle: Tel. 587 9011 
San Lucas: Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
Gold season 
2 br Garden view $8K 
2 br ocean Front $16 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach on the beach 
1 BR WK # 44 and 45 room 
# 706 
32 weeks remaining 
Price :$ 14 K both 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa del Mar 
eagle beach 
2 br WK # 44 room # 1302 
$8,7 K 
1 br WK # 45 room # 1231 
$3,6 K 
1 br WK # 46 room # 1234 
$3,6 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
1br WK# 46 room #1333 $ 
4,5K 
1br WK# 46 room #1431 $ 
4,5K 
1br WK# 46 room #1130 $ 4 K 
1br WK# 46 room #1433 $ 
4,5K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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Cheetahs become more nocturnal on hot days 


By CHRISTINA LARSON 
AP Science Writer 
Cheetahs 
are 
usually 
daytime hunters, but the 
speedy big cats will shift 
their activity toward dawn 
and 
dusk 
hours 
during 
warmer weather, a new 
study finds. 
Unfortunately for endan- 
gered cheetahs, that sets 
them up for more potential 
conflicts with mostly noctur- 
nal competing predators 
such as lions and leopards, 
say the authors of research 
published Wednesday in 
the journal Proceedings of 
the Royal Society B. 
"Changing 
temperatures 
can impact the behavior 
patterns of large carnivore 
species and also the dy- 
namics among species," 
said University of Wash- 
ington 
biologist 
Briana 
Abrahms, a study co-au- 
thor. 
While cheetahs only eat 
fresh meat, lions and leop- 


ards will sometimes oppor- 
tunistically scavenge from 
smaller predators. 
"Lions and leopards nor- 
mally kill prey themselves, 
but if they come across a 
cheetah's kill, they will try 
to take it," said Bettina Wa- 
chter, a behavioral biolo- 
gist who leads the Chee- 
tah Research Project at the 
Leibniz Institute for Zoo and 
Wildlife Research. 
"The cheetahs will not fight 
the larger cats, they will just 
leave," said Wachter, who 
is based in Namibia and 
was not involved in the 
study. 
Hunting at different times 
of the day is one long- 
evolved strategy to reduce 
encounters between the 
multiple predator species 
that share northern Botswa- 
na's mixed savannah and 
forest landscape. 
But the new study found 
that on the hottest days, 
when maximum daily tem- 


peratures soared to nearly 
45 degrees Celsius (113 de- 
grees Fahrenheit), chee- 
tahs became more noc- 
turnal — increasing their 
overlapping hunting hours 
with rival big cats by 16%. 
"There's a greater chance 
for more unfriendly en- 
counters and less food for 
the cheetahs," said co- 
author Kasim Rafiq, a bi- 
ologist at the University of 
Washington and the non- 
profit Botswana Predator 
Conservation Trust. 
For the current study, re- 
searchers 
placed 
GPS 
tracking collars on 53 large 
carnivores 
— 
including 
cheetahs, lions, leopards 
and African wild dogs — 
and recorded their loca- 
tions and hours of activ- 
ity over eight years. They 
compared this data with 
maximum daily tempera- 
ture records. 
While seasonal cycles ex- 
plain 
most 
temperature 
fluctuations in the study 
window of 2011 to 2018, 
the scientists say the ob- 


served behavior changes 
offer a peek into the future 
of a warming world. 
In addition to competition 
with lions and leopards, 
cheetahs already face se- 
vere pressure from habitat 
fragmentation and conflict 
with humans. 
The fastest land animal, 
cheetahs are the rarest big 
cat in Africa, with fewer 
than 7,000 left in the wild. 
"These climate changes 
could become really criti- 
cal if we look into the fu- 
ture — it's predicted to 
become much warmer in 
this part of Africa where 
cheetahs live, in Botswana, 
Namibia and Zambia," said 
Wachter of the Cheetah 
Research Project.q 


In this photo provided by Briana Abrahms, a male cheetah, 
named Qamar, has a fully belly after making a kill in northern 
Botswana on July 17, 2015. 
Associated Press 
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'The Hunger Games' starts fresh, without Katniss, in 'The Ballad of 
Songbirds & Snakes' 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 
Everyone 
had 
resigned 
themselves 
to 
the 
fact 
that "The Hunger Games" 
ended in 2015. The four-film 
blockbuster franchise had 
made nearly $3 billion at 
the global box office and 
helped Jennifer Lawrence 
skyrocket to superstardom. 
But Suzanne Collins' Katniss 
Everdeen saga was over. 
And, frankly, everyone, in- 
cluding 
Collins, 
director 
Francis Lawrence and pro- 
ducer Nina Jacobson, was 
eager to take a break and 
do something else. 
For several years after " 
Mockingjay — Part 2," "Hun- 
ger Games"-related text 
conversations 
between 
Lawrence 
and 
Collins 
rarely went past sending 
one another screenshots 
of their films on Jeopardy 
categories. Then, in 2019, 
Jacobson and Lawrence 
got a call: Collins was put- 
ting the finishing touches on 
something new, a prequel 
set 64-years before Kat- 
niss volunteered as tribute. 
It would be focused on a 
young Coriolanus Snow, 
and there would be a big 
musical element. 
"The Hunger Games: The 
Ballad 
of 
Songbirds 
& 
Snakes" arrives in theaters 
nationwide Friday at an- 
other transitional moment 
in Hollywood, where Marvel 
movies are no longer sure 
things and, for the first time 
in a long time, the biggest 
movies of the year aren't 
already franchises. 
And while the team was ex- 
cited about the possibility 
of working together again, 
there were some nerves 
about whether or not there 
was an appetite for Hun- 
ger Games movies "without 
Katniss," Lawrence told The 
Associated Press in a recent 
interview. But this was all 
before they'd laid eyes on 
the book. 
Both Lawrence and Jacob- 
son were soon brought into 
Collins' agent's office, seat- 
ed in a locked room and 
given the book to read. 
To their relief, suddenly the 
Katniss problem didn't seem 
so important anymore, and 
soon they were off to Li- 


onsgate to get it off the 
ground. 
"We were excited to be 
able to dive into some- 
thing that didn't feel like a 
rehash," Jacobson said. "It 
didn't feel like we were try- 
ing to imitate the previous 
movies." 
For Lawrence, it "felt like a 
'Hunger Games' story" but 
also 
something 
unique, 
"with new thematic foun- 
dations." 
"Instead of a girls' survival 
story, it was a young man's 
descent 
into 
darkness," 
Lawrence said. "It's an origin 
story about a major char- 
acter and also the series 
itself." 
As with the first film, Law- 
rence 
and 
Jacobson 
wanted to find fresh young 
talents to lead the fran- 
chise – not a TikTok star or 
someone already famous 
in another part of the world 
– and surround them with 
veteran actors. In this case, 
those established names 
would include Viola Davis, 
Peter Dinklage and Jason 
Schwartzman. 
They found their young 
Snow, played in the origi- 
nal films by Donald Suther- 
land, via taped submission. 
The English actor Tom Blyth 
entered the running rather 
late and quickly became 
the frontrunner, beating out 


hundreds for the role. 
"He just blew everybody 
out of the water," Lawrence 
said. "He has a charisma, he 
has the right physical attri- 
butes. He's Juilliard trained. 
He really knows his craft. 
He was going to be able 
to give us all the emotion- 
al values we need for the 
character's journey. And he 
felt like a star." 
For Lucy Gray Baird, the 
District 12 tribute Snow is 
assigned to mentor for the 
10th Hunger Games, Law- 
rence already had some- 
one in mind. Like many film 
fans, he was transfixed by 
Rachel Zegler 's film debut 
as Maria in Steven Spiel- 
berg's "West Side Story" and 
persuaded her to co-star. It 
wasn't a hard sell: "The Hun- 
ger Games" were already a 
big part of Zegler's life hav- 
ing grown up with the books 
and the movies, which she 
and her mom and sister 
made events out of. 
"As somebody who loves to 
call herself a fan first before 
anything else, the great- 
est gift you can get is more 
to the story," Zegler said. 
"Rather than seeing it as a 
pressure cooker just waiting 
to explode, I see it as a re- 
ally big blessing." 
Blyth, in his first starring role in 
Hollywood, felt some pres- 
sure. But he found comfort 


in the material they were 
working with. 
"We're lucky to be adapting 
a book that's really good," 
Blyth said. "Suzanne writes 
these big thinking pieces 
that are approachable for 
teenagers 
and 
younger 
people, which I think is a 
genuinely honorable feat 
— someone who wants to 
try and bring bigger ideas 
to young people while also 
entertaining them." 
Filming took place largely 
in Germany. The produc- 
tion looked to reconstruc- 
tion-era Berlin for aesthetic 
and thematic inspiration for 
this post-war capitol that's 
rebuilding and on tenu- 
ous political ground. And 
Trish Summerville was also 
brought back to design the 
ornate costumes, which in- 
clude some Easter eggs for 
fans hidden in Lucy's hand- 
painted corset. 
"There's this spectacle to 
the whole world," Blyth said. 
"The whole thing is about 
spectacle. It's about be- 
ing distracted by beautiful 
things while everything else 
is going on." 
But even while creating a 
new world, the filmmakers 
were disciplined about the 
budget. Instead of resting 
on laurels and precedent 
– "Mockingjay Part 2" had a 
$160 million price tag – they 


kept theirs to a reported 
$100 million. 
"We 
were 
very 
mindful 
that this was not a sequel 
but a prequel with a new 
cast," Jacobson said. "We 
wanted to make sure that 
we were making this movie 
at a price that that made 
sense." 
It's easy to forget that not 
everyone 
in 
Hollywood 
thought that they had a 
blockbuster in their hands 
at the beginning. Back in 
2009, when Jacobson and 
her production company 
ColorForce acquired the 
rights to adapt Collins' YA 
series, there was wide- 
spread skepticism about 
young adult material and 
about the appeal of fe- 
male-fronted action mov- 
ies that weren't primarily 
romances. 
"In the original series, we 
were able to take a lot of 
risks and really challenge 
a lot of industry assump- 
tions," Jacobson said. "The 
most important thing in this 
go-around was to still take 
those risks and not be play- 
ing it safe — to still feel like 
we're making something 
that's a bit on the subver- 
sive side." 
With 
its 
moral 
ambigu- 
ity and complicated char- 
acters, Jacobson thinks it 
might even be the kind of 
movie that audiences want 
to discuss and debate af- 
terward. In the past year, 
she added, a lot of young 
people have discovered 
the franchise on stream- 
ing who will hopefully join 
established fans at the the- 
ater for "The Ballad of Song- 
birds & Snakes." 
"I'm hopeful that it will be 
a shared cultural experi- 
ence and a communal 
experience at a time when 
we don't have too many 
of those," Jacobson said. 
"When they do happen, 
as they have this year with 
movies as different as 'Bar- 
bie' and 'Oppenheimer,' 
it certainly shows that if 
you give people a worth- 
while and original story with 
some bold storytelling and 
a filmmaker with a voice, 
that they will show up. And 
we hope to be part of that 
showing up."q 


This image released by Lionsgate shows Tom Blyth, left, and Rachel Zegler in a scene from "The 
Hunger Games: The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes." 
Associated Press 
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Goalies Lundqvist, Vernon and Barrasso headline latest class 
inducted into Hall of Fame 


TORONTO (AP) — Henrik 
Lundqvist played a star- 
ring role at Madison Square 
Garden for 15 seasons. 
The New York Rangers leg- 
end fed off the energy 
inside the world's most fa- 
mous arena — and a city 
where many athletes have 
wilted under the same 
spotlight's intense glow. 
It also led the Swede into 
the Hockey Hall of Fame in 
his first year of eligibility. 
Lundqvist headlined a goal- 
tender-heavy 2023 class in- 
ducted Monday that also 
featured Mike Vernon and 
Tom Barrasso — the first 
time three netminders have 
entered together in more 
than 60 years. 
"Seven-by-three 
meter 
sandpit at a kindergarten 
up in Are, Sweden, to Mad- 
ison Square Garden and 
now Hockey Hall of Fame 
— it's just an incredible 
feeling," Lundqvist said in 
his speech Monday. "And 
I try to remember what I 
was thinking back then as 
an eight-year-old skating 
around. 
"So much love for the game 
of hockey." 
Also enshrined in the player 
category were Pierre Tur- 
geon and Caroline Ouel- 
lete, while former NHL head 
coach Ken Hitchcock and 
the late Pierre Lacroix, who 
was both an agent and ex- 


ecutive, went in as builders. 
The 2012 Vezina Trophy win- 
ner as the NHL's top puck- 
stopper, 
Lundqvist 
ranks 
sixth all-time in wins (459), 
ninth in games played (887) 
and 17th in shutouts (64). 
The first Swedish goaltender 
to be inducted into the hall 
added 61 more victories in 
the playoffs before his ca- 
reer ended three years ago 
because of a heart condi- 
tion. 
A seventh-round pick in the 
2000 draft, Lundqvist back- 


stopped the Rangers to 
the 2014 Stanley Cup final. 
New York also made two 
Eastern Conference final 
appearances (2012, 2015) 
with Lundqvist, who won 
Olympic gold with Sweden 
in 2006. 
"Growing up I always had 
big dreams," he said. "My 
dad told me, my brother, 
my sister at an early age, 
'Dream big, it will inspire 
you to work hard.' And I'll 
never forget that. 
"Let's be honest, I never saw 


this." 
Eligible since 2005, Ver- 
non won the Cup with his 
hometown Calgary Flames 
in 1989 before hoisting it 
again in 1997 with the De- 
troit Red Wings — adding 
the Conn Smythe Trophy as 
playoff MVP with that sec- 
ond title. 
He sat seventh in regular- 
season wins (385), fourth 
among goalies in playoff 
appearances 
(138) 
and 
fifth in playoff victories (77) 
when he retired. 


"I strapped my pads on at 
the age of five," Vernon 
said during his speech. "I 
never took them off." 
Barrasso, who's been eli- 
gible since 2006, secured 
both the Calder Trophy as 
NHL rookie of the year and 
the Vezina during a magi- 
cal 1983-84 season with 
the Buffalo Sabres. A Cup 
winner with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins in 1991 and 1992, 
his 369 career victories 
ranks fourth all-time among 
American-born 
goalten- 
ders. 
"No one gets here alone," 
Barrasso said. "You need 
love, you need support. 
And most importantly, you 
need 
opportunity 
from 
people along the way." 
Ouellette is one of just three 
women's hockey players to 
top the Olympic podium 
four or more times, winning 
gold in 2002, 2006, 2010 
and 2014 with Canada. 
The Montreal native also 
captured six world cham- 
pionships and had a long 
professional career. 
Turgeon, who retired in 
2007, had 515 goals and 
1,327 points over his 19 NHL 
seasons. The Quebec prod- 
uct won the Lady Byng Tro- 
phy in 1993 with the New 
York Islanders and cap- 
tained the Canadiens dur- 
ing the team's final season 
at the Montreal Forum.q 


Hockey Hall of Fame 2023 inductees pose during ceremonies Friday, Nov. 10, 2023, in Toronto. 
From left are Mike Vernon, Pierre Turgeon, Caroline Ouellette, Henrik Lundqvist, Eric Lacroix (son 
of inductee Pierre Lacroix), Ken Hitchcock, and Tom Barrasso. 
Associated Press 


Stefanos Tsitsipas withdraws from the 
ATP Finals after a back injury 


TURIN, Italy (AP) — Stefanos 
Tsitsipas withdrew from the 
ATP Finals with a back injury 
on Tuesday after playing 
only three games of his sec- 
ond match in Turin, hand- 
ing Holger Rune the victory. 
Tsitsipas, the 2019 cham- 
pion, was trailing 2-1 in the 
opening set when he had a 
lengthy conversation with 
his trainer before slowly 
getting to his feet, shaking 
his head and walking over 
to shake Rune's hand. 
That was after only 17 min- 
utes of play and led to boos 
from the crowd in Turin, 
which instead had to settle 
for an exhibition match be- 


tween alternates Taylor Fritz 
and Hubert Hurkacz. 
"My apologies to all the 
fans and the crowd that 
came to support me today 
and watch the match. I'm 
really gutted that I wasn't 
able to finish the match," 
Tsitsipas said. "My doctors 
and the countless visits that 
I had in the last few days 
suggested that I play, they 
gave me the green light to 
go and try. 
"Unfortunately I felt terrible 
on the court ... I hate retir- 
ing from matches, I'm not 
that kind of person that likes 
leaving mid-match and it 
kills me not to be able to fin- 


ish this tournament, the one 
that I've prepped for for so 
long, made sure that I'm 
completely fit to perform at 
my best and show my ca- 
pacities as a player." 
Tsitsipas, who lost to Jannik 
Sinner 6-4, 6-4 on Sunday, 
had cut short a practice 
session on Friday because 
of an apparent physical 
issue but the Greek player 
said he was "absolutely 
fine." 
Hurkacz will replace Tsitsi- 
pas and play top-ranked 
Novak Djokovic on Thurs- 
day. 
Rune lost his opener to 
Djokovic 7-6 (4), 6-7 (1), 6-3 


but the Dane now leads 
the green group ahead of 
Djokovic's match against 
Sinner. 
"For sure (not the way I 


wanted to win). It is very un- 
fortunate," Rune said. "You 
could see in the first service 
game, he was not serving 
as full as he can. q 


Greece's Stefanos Tsitsipas, right, embraces Denmark's Holger 
Rune after injuring during the singles tennis match of the ATP 
World Tour Finals at the Pala Alpitour, in Turin, Italy, Tuesday, 
Nov. 14, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Camilo Villegas's comeback was sparked by a caddie who loves to coach 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
The road back for Camilo 
Villegas began with a de- 
tour to San Diego and a 
question to a caddie who 
wasn't even his: "When are 
you going to help me?" 
Villegas started what fig- 
ured to be a challenging 
year in the Bahamas on 
the Korn Ferry Tour, and he 
meant to stay for a second 
tournament in the islands 
until he received a last- 
minute sponsor exemption 
to the Farmers Insurance 
Open at Torrey Pines. 
That's where he had a 
chance meeting with an 
Argentine caddie who is 
more than what he seems. 
For Villegas, a 41-year-old 
Colombian, it changed the 
course of his year. 
Jose Luis Campra — his 
friends call him "Pepa" — 
grew up at the same course 
in Cordoba that produced 
Angel Cabrera and Edu- 
ardo Romero. He had as- 
pirations of playing after 
getting a finance degree 
from Jacksonville State in 
Alabama. But then a few 
fruitless years on the Chal- 
lenge Tour and PGA Tour 
Latinoamerica 
suggested 
he take a different path. 
He 
always 
wanted 
to 
teach. Caddying helps pay 
the bills. 
Campra runs an acad- 
emy in Argentina. He has 
worked for Cabrera, Emil- 
iano Grillo, Scott Piercy and 
now Sebastian Munoz. He 
has long been friends — 
nothing more — with Ville- 


gas and his brother, Man- 
ny. Latin American bonds 
are tight in golf. 
He was at Torrey Pines in 
January with Munoz, and 
that would have been the 
last chance to run into Vil- 
legas. It was the last PGA 
Tour event Munoz played 
before joining LIV Golf. 
"I never, ever talk golf with 
Camilo — never, ever," 
Campra 
said 
Monday 
from Argentina. "I have al- 
ways been a friend, but we 
never talk golf, even in his 
worst times. He played re- 
ally poorly for two days. On 
Friday after missing the cut, 
he told me, 'When are you 
going to help me?'" 
Campra thought he was 
kidding. Villegas was seri- 
ous. "He never stopped be- 
ing a great player, but the 


ball striking was not there," 
Campra said. "I had a plan 
of what I thought would be 
good related to the ball 
flight. We spoke for 20 min- 
utes. I said: 'If you want me 
to work for you, it's not go- 
ing to be a tip. It's going to 
be serious work and may- 
be playing worse the first 
month-and-a-half. Are you 
up for it?' And he said, 'Yes." 
Villegas for more than a de- 
cade hit a bullet from right 
to left with hardly any spin. 
The change Campra sug- 
gested was to a fade with 
a higher launch angle. It 
was such a radical adjust- 
ment that Campra wor- 
ried Villegas might want to 
quit after a few months. He 
asked that Villegas call him 
twice a week, so he could 
at least gauge his confi- 


dence level. 
That wasn't going to be an 
issue. Villegas knows tough 
times more than most. 
A shoulder injury caused 
him to miss all of 2019, and 
he felt the game was pass- 
ing him by. Off the course 
was devastating. The fol- 
lowing year, his 22-month- 
old daughter, Mia, was 
diagnosed with brain can- 
cer. She died that summer. 
Villegas also knows the only 
path is forward. His wife 
urged him to keep playing 
after Mia's death as a way 
to reconnect with a game 
that has meant so much to 
him. When he agreed to 
change his swing, Campra 
preached patience, that 
improvement would not 
happen overnight. 
Villegas missed the cut in 


nine of the 18 events he 
played on the Korn Ferry 
Tour. He missed six cuts in 
the eight PGA Tour events 
he played. He was pre- 
pared for the second stage 
of Q-school and not par- 
ticularly happy about it. 
But he was willing to go 
because that was the way 
back. Turns out there was 
no need for that. 
With time running out on 
the season, Villegas was 
runner-up in Mexico two 
weeks ago, and there was 
hope. And then he won in 
Bermuda, and there was 
deep satisfaction. 
Villegas looked so peaceful 
when he tapped in for par 
to win at Port Royal, tilting 
his head to the heavens. 
"I've got my little one up 
there watching," he said. 
"This game has given me 
so many great things, but 
in the process it kicks your 
butt," he said. "Life has 
given me so many great 
things and in the process it 
kicks my butt, too." 
Campra could see this 
coming. When he went to 
see Villegas in July, he said 
he told him, "CV, I think 
we're going to play in the 
Masters again." 
Campra is no ordinary cad- 
die. Such was his passion 
for the game that when he 
traveled to tournaments as 
a caddie, he would make 
appointments 
to 
spend 
time with teachers in Singa- 
pore and Sweden, in Ha- 
waii and California. He saw 
20 of them. Most were not 
renowned. q 


Camilo Villegas, of Colombia, studies his putt on the 14th green during the Mexico Open golf 
tournament's first round in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, Thursday, April 27, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Troy Lesesne is fired by the Red Bulls. 
His replacement will be their 20th coach 
in 29 seasons 


HARRISON, N.J. (AP) — Troy 
Lesesne was fired by the 
New York Red Bulls on Tues- 
day, and his replacement 
will become the team's 
20th coach in 29 seasons. 
New York also said Denis 
Hamlett had left after sev- 
en seasons as sporting di- 
rector in what the Red Bulls 
termed a mutual decision. 
Lesesne replaced Gerhard 
Struber on May 8 with the 
team in last place with 
one win, four losses and six 
draws for nine points. The 


Red Bulls made the playoffs 
by finishing eighth in the 
Eastern Conference with 11 
wins, 10 draws and 13 losses 
and beat Charlotte in the 
first round before losing to 
Cincinnati. 
New York has never won an 
MLS championship. 
The team also fired assis- 
tant coach Zach Prince. 
Lesesne followed Eddie Fir- 
mani (1996), Carlos Queiroz 
(1996), Carlos Alberto Par- 
reira (1997), Alfonso Mon- 
delo (1998), Bora Miluti- 


novic (1998-99), Octavio 
Zambrano (2000-02), Bob 
Bradley (2003-05), Mo John- 
ston (2005-2006), Richie Wil- 
liams (2006), Bruce Arena 
(2006-07), 
Juan 
Carlos 
Osorio (2008-09), Williams 
(2009), Hans Backe (2010- 
12), Mike Petke (2013-15), 
Jesse 
Marsch 
(2015-18), 
Chris 
Armas 
(2018-20), 
Bradley Carnell (2020) and 
Struber (2020-22). 
Eleven of the 29 MLS teams 
have changed coaches 
this year.q 


New York Red Bulls coach Troy Lesesne shouts to the team 
during the first half of an MLS soccer match against Real Salt 
Lake, Saturday, July 15, 2023, in Sandy, Utah. 
Associated Press 


